The Esko Sports Alliance Hall of Fame
Although just a small school in a small community near Duluth, Esko has earned a place on the Minnesota sports map because of its long tradition of success in high school sports.  Few schools in the state have won as many conference, section and state championships.


The Esko Sports Alliance Hall of Fame was created by the Esko Sports Alliance to recognize and remember those individuals and teams whose athletic accomplishments or contributions were truly exceptional.

Individuals and teams selected to the Hall of Fame are to be memorialized by recognition in a manner and place approved by the Esko School Board.  Induction ceremonies will be held at a time and place determined annually. 


Membership Categories


Athletes


A. Modern Era (graduates of the past 40 years)



B. Legacy Era (graduates of more than 40 years ago)

Coaches and Athletic Directors


Teams


Special Contributors
Candidate Criteria


Candidates for selection as athletes, coaches or athletic directors must have been affiliated with Esko High School or Esko residents at the time of their achievements.  Exceptions may be permitted if, for example, an Esko graduate excels elsewhere at a high level in a sport that he or she learned in Esko or in a sport not played in high school.

Modern Era athletes must have graduated from high school at least 10 years prior to becoming eligible.


Legacy Era athletes must have graduated from high school 40 or more years prior to becoming eligible.


Coaches and athletic directors must have completed their time at Esko at least five years prior to becoming eligible.


Teams must have achieved exceptional success at least 10 years prior to becoming eligible.


Special contributors may be nominated because of extraordinary service to Esko sports as, for example, longtime devoted fans, school administrators, game officials, trainers, managers, journalists or broadcasters.  Eligibility will be based on, among other things, length and degree of dedicated service, and may include candidates who are continuing to serve the school or community in some capacity at the time of nomination.


As a minimum standard for eligibility, an athlete must have been named to an all-state, all-section or all-conference team; or set a state, section or school record; or have been inducted in a state or conference hall of fame; or achieved notable success at the college or professional level.

Denial or Removal for Cause 


Candidates must be known to be of good moral character.  The School Board shall have the right to deny induction of a candidate about whom it has privileged information.  Once inducted, Hall of Fame members may be removed from membership if their actions bring discredit or dishonor to the school or community.  

Nominations and Selection



After the first year*, Hall of Fame inductees shall be selected on an annual basis by a fair and open process that involves:

1/ Nomination forms, available upon request from the Esko athletic director or the Esko Sports Alliance;


2/ Written nominations, accompanied by verifiable data, submitted to the athletic director on or before an annually announced deadline;

  
3/ An annual review of the nominees by the athletic director and Sports Alliance executive board, who shall then select the field of finalists; and


4/ Final selection by a Hall of Fame Awards committee composed of the athletic director, two representatives of the Sports Alliance, two coaches (at least one of whom shall be a former coach), a member of the School Board and a member of the general public. Appointments to the committee (except for the School Board appointee) shall be made by the Sports Alliance; terms shall be for a minimum of two years and shall be staggered to ensure continuity.

To be inducted, a candidate must receive at least five votes from the seven-member awards committee and be one of the top five in all votes cast.  Ties will be resolved by ranked-choice voting.


No more than five Hall of Fame selections shall be made in the second year, no more than three in succeeding years.  Exceptions may be allowed because of unique circumstances, in which case at least five committee members must concur.


Once nominated, a candidate’s name and qualifications shall be kept on record for reconsideration for five years; if a candidate fails to be inducted after five years, he or she may be re-nominated. 

*NOTE: An exception to the above procedures shall occur in the first year when—for purposes of ensuring that the inaugural class of inductees meets the highest possible standards and includes those whose accomplishments may not be remembered by current residents—the selections shall be made by the athletic director and the Sports Alliance.


The Sports Alliance reserves the right to make exceptions to any of the above procedures or requirements in the event of extraordinary circumstances.

-Approved by the Esko Sports Alliance on November 21, 2016. Amended on January 11, 2017. 
